Search strategy
PubMed:

	No.
	Query
	Results
	Date

	#1
	‘Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease’ 
	78675
	11-Nov-2019

	#2
	‘Arformoterol’ OR ‘Formoterol’ OR ‘Indacaterol’ OR ‘Olodaterol’ OR ‘Salmeterol’ 
	5079
	11-Nov-2019

	#3
	#1AND #2
	3022
	11-Nov-2019

	#4
	Limited to Clinical trial
	1696
	11-Nov-2019


Embase:
	No.
	Query
	Results
	Date

	#1
	‘chronic obstructive pulmonary disease’ /exp OR ‘chronic obstructive pulmonary disease’ OR                                    (chronic AND obstructive AND pulmonary AND (‘disease’/exp OR disease))
	137366

	11-Nov-2019

	#2
	‘arformoterol’/exp OR arformoterol   
	254
	11-Nov-2019

	#3
	‘formoterol’/exp OR formoterol    
	8737
	11-Nov-2019

	#4
	‘indacaterol’/exp OR indacaterol 
	1719
	11-Nov-2019

	#5
	‘olodaterol’/exp OR olodaterol 
	639
	11-Nov-2019

	#6
	‘salmeterol’/exp OR salmeterol 
	11546
	11-Nov-2019

	#7
	#2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6   
	17151
	11-Nov-2019

	#8
	#1 AND #7     
	5725
	11-Nov-2019

	#9
	 #1 AND #7 AND ([controlled clinical trial]/lim OR [randomized controlled trial]/lim)   
	1085
	11-Nov-2019




